Alive in Christ		Small Group Roster
Six Weeks with the Book of Ephesians


Introduction

In this small group series, we are spending six weeks going through the New Testament book of Ephesians.  This book of the New Testament focuses on topics such as unity, the armor of God, God’s grace and becoming alive in Christ.  My belief is that we will grow into a deeper relationship with Jesus, to be closer to each other as a church family, and to have a constant preparation for dealing with the challenges of life.


Purpose for small groups:
1) Making Connections. 
2) Learning about God
3) Participate in Ministry.  
4) Opportunities for Prayer  

Order of a small groups meeting:
	
a.  Welcome and Worship: 15 minutes
b.  Prayer: 15 minutes
e.  Outreach: 30 minutes
f.  Discussion: 30 minutes 


Schedule of Readings:
April 18th - 			Christ Redemption: Chapter 1
April  25th -  			Living in Grace: Ch. 2
May 2nd -     		           The Mystery of God: Ch. 3
May 9th- 			Living in Unity: Ch. 4
May 16th - 			Walking in Love: Ch.5
May 23rd - 			The Armor of God: Ch. 6



May God bless all of us as we participate in this small group experience.
				

Cary L. Fisher
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Outline

If you are facilitating a small group be sure that you incorporate this schedule for each meeting.

Welcome and Worship:  (15 minutes)  Begin your groups on time to honor those that who are there and establish the habit of beginning and ending on time.  Be certain everyone is introduced each meeting.  Start each meeting with an icebreaker question that gives people a chance to get to know each other.  

Possible Icebreaker questions: 
Questions are provided with the study. These questions are just to get everyone warmed up and talking. You can use the provided question or one of your own.

Prayer: (15 minutes) There are two prayer sheets.  On the Praise Reports, write the names of the new acquaintances the group is each time.  Also, answered prayers from the group.  

The second prayer sheet is the Prayer list for the group members share their personal requests.

Outreach:  (30 minutes)
a. Plan as a group, your contribution to our annual social event.  Each group will to plan out a portion of the gathering, and as well, you will be intentional to invite the people you have been praying for this event.  

b. Adopt a friend, each person in your group will choice someone in their life that they can help physically, emotionally and/or spiritually.  During the outreach period of our small groups, you can share on your experiences from adopting your friends.  


Discussion: (30 minutes)

Start your discussion by taking turns reading the scheduled reading and spend the remainder of the time using your small group discussion guides.
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Brainstorming

The Outreach Event is May 2nd. We will be showing the movie “God’s Not Dead.” This would be a wonderful opportunity to invite your “adopt a friend” that you have been praying for as well as other friends and family members.  There will be some door prizes for the guests only. 

Groups should plan to arrive at 6pm to get their snacks ready for the movie. We will have a time of worship at 6:30pm. Then everyone will get snacks and get ready for the movie. 

Each group should bring the following:
Something on the healthy side (fruit, nuts, raisins, etc)
Something on the not-so-healthy side (candy, pretzels, etc.) Popcorn will be provided.
Something to drink (bottled water, juice, etc.)

Each group should email pastorcary@gmail.com and downeychurch@gmail.com with the food they are bringing as soon as possible. 
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Healthy groups share responsibilities and group ownership. Sometimes it takes a while for this ownership to develop in the group. Shared ownership ensures that no one person or couple has to bear all the responsibilities for the group. Use the calendar to keep track of social events, mission projects, birthdays or days off. Update the calendar weekly to prepare for your next meeting. Planning ahead will increase attendance and shared ownership of the small group.
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	Facilitator
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